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Gentlemen  iti  Truft  for  the  Cha¬ 
pel  in  Orange-Street,  Leiceiler- 
Fields. 

/ 

GENTLEMEN,  ' 

J^T  zuas  not  only  by  your  dejire  the  following  Dif 
courfe  was  preached,  ^as  a  token  of  refpeH  to  the 
memory  of  a  man,  univerfally  and  jufly  ejleemed 
in  all  the  churches ;  hut  it  is  now  likewije,  at  your 
earneft  folicitatiorij  prefented  to  more  public  view. 

‘ — The  common  apology,  ^fublijhcd  by  requeff  has 
long  been  confidered  as  a  refuge^  to  xuhich  the  Authors 
of  Sermons  refort,  to  fcreen  themfelves  from  the 
feverity  of  criticifm.  Many  have  adapted  it,  who, 
in  this  refpeEl,  needed  it  much  lefs  than  myfelf:  hut 
few  have  done  it  xuith  more  fincerity  or  truth  ;  for 
the  writing  and  publijhing  Sermons,  is  a  xuork  for 
xvhich,  I  fncerely  profefs,  I  have  neither  ability,  in^ 
dination,  or  Uifure  ;  and  the  doing  of  it,  in  the 

A  2  prefent 


prefent  injlance,,  is  JacriJicing  my  ownjudgment^  and 
feelings,  to  your  importunity,  '  The  Sermon  zvas  not 
only  according  to  my  confant  praBice,  delivered  ex-^ 
tempore,  but  it  was  nearly  Jo  in  the  arrangement  oj 
it  ^  for  the  removal  of  a  tender  and  affeBionate  Pa^ 
rent,  by  death,  together  with  fome  incidental  circum-^ 
fauces  which  attended  it,  broke  in  fo  much  upon  my 
ufual  time  of  retirement  in  the  preceding  week,  as  to 
leave  but  a  few  hours  for  the  jludy  of  three  difcour- 
fes  which  I  had  to  preach  on  the  enjuing  Sabbath, — 
However,  in  compliance  ivith  your  wifies,  I  have 
done  my  bef  to  recover  the  leading  ideas,  to  place 
them  in  the  fame  fuccefion,  and,  as  near  as pojfible, 
to  exprefs  them  in  the  fame  words,  I  am  aware 
that  had  it  pafjed  under  the  examination  of  any  gen¬ 
tleman,  pojfejfing  the  advantage  of  human  acquire¬ 
ments  ;  it  might  have  appeared  in  a  far  fuperior 
drejs  :  but  then  every  improvement  it  received, 
would  have  rendered  it  lefs  like  the  original.  Con- 
f  dering  this,  and  thinking  your  efeem  and  partia- 
lity  for  the  Author,  would  lead  you  to  treat  it  can¬ 
didly,  I  determined  to  fend  it  to  the  prefs  (imperfeB 
as  it  is,  both  in  matter  and  compofition )  from  under 
my  own  hand,  Jf  the  preaching  of  it  has  in  any 
meafure  (as  you  hint)  been  ufeful,  I  defre  to  give 
the  praife  to  Him  who  has  put  this  treafure  into 
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mrthen  vejfds^  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  may 
appear  to  be  of  God,  and  not  of  us.  That  the  read^ 
ing  of  it  may  be  attended  with  a  divine  blejjing.,  is 
ike  prayer  of 

Gentlemen, 

Your  fncere  Friend, 

/ 

And  ready  Servant 
In  the  Gofpel, 

t _ 

John  T  o  w  n  s  e  n  d  » 


Jamalca-Row,  Rotberhithe-Road, 
Sept.  7,  1787. 
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SERMON, 


&c. 


2  Samuel  iii.  3,8. 

And  the  king  faid  unto  his  fervantSy  Know  ye  noty 
that  there  is  a  prince  and  a  great  man  fallen 
this  day  in  Ifrael? 

^  I  "'HE  fin  and  difobedience  of  Saul/laid  the 
foundation  of  his  rejehiion  from  being  king 
over  Ifrael;  and  the  Lord  exprefsly  names  David  as 
his  fucceffor.  But  though  he  has  the  crown  pro- 
mifed  him,  and  is  accordingly  anointed  by  the 
Prophet  of  the  l  ord,  yet  he  was  not  put  into 
the  immediate  polfellioo  thereof,  nor  did  he 
take  any  indirect  ileps  to  obtain  it;  but  chofe  to 
abide  the  ordinary  courie  of  God’s  providence; 
well  knowing,'  that  whatever  God  puipofes 
promifes  to  his  people,  is  io  fure,  that  they  may 

'  confidently 
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confidently  believe,  and  patiently  wait  for  its  ac- 
complifliment,  without  fear  of  being  difappointed. 
The  circumftances  which  attended  David  after 
his  being  anointed  king,  afforded,  to  outv/ard  ap¬ 
pearance,  very  little  probability  of  his  ever  being 
comfortably  fettled  on  the  throne  of  Ifraeh  But 
that  God,  who  works  his  fovereign  will  and  plea- 
fure  by  the  very  means  which  feem  to  oppofe 
them,  gradually  moved  every  hindrance  out  of 
the  way.  Saul  and  Jonathan  are  flain  in  battle; 
and  Mephibolheth,  to  whom  the  natural  right  of 
fucceffion  defcended,  having  no  difpofition  to  dif- 
pute  God’s  appointment,  puts  in  no  claim.  Thus 
'the  way  is  clearly  opened  to  David  by  the  provi¬ 
dence  of  God.  He,  therefore,  now  enquires  of 
the  Lord,  faying,  Shall  I  go  up  to  any  of  the  cities 
of  Judah  ?  And  the  Lord  fays.  Go  up  to  Hebron  ; 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  was  there  anointed 
king  by  the  houfe  of  Judah.  Thofe  tranfaHions 
of  ours  upon  Vvdiich  we  aff  the  Lord’s  counfel, 
and  in  which  we  follow  his  direflions,  cannot  fail 
of  being  profperous  in  the  end. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfafling  in  He¬ 
bron,  Abner  was  exerting  ail  his  influence  in  If- 
jael  for  the  houfe  of  his  old  mailer;  and,  accord¬ 
ingly,  he  fets  up  Iflrboflieth  a  fon  of  Saul  in 
his  father’s  ftead  ;  which,  of  courfe,  lays  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  bloody  war  between  the  houfes  of 
judah  and  Ifrael.  Among  other  incidents  which 

happened 
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happened  in  this  unhappy  conflift,  was  that  df 
Abner  killing  Afahel,  Joab's  brother,  who  had 
purfued  after  him  with  an  intention  either  to  kill 
or  take  him  prifoner,  well  knowing  his  import¬ 
ance  in  this  Gonteft. 

The  firuggle  between  the  houfes  of  Saul  and 
David  laftedlong:  but  the  latter  was  every  day 
W2ixmgJlronger  and JlrongeVy  when  a  circumflance 
took  place  which  brought  the  matter  to  a  fpeedy 
'and  favourable  iffue.  Ifhbofheth  was  offended 
either  with  fome  real  or  fuppofed  mifconduB:  of 
Abner,  and  accordingly  reproached  him  with  it; 
which  gave  him  not  only  a  temporary  difguft,  but 
fo  alienated  his  heart  from  him,  that  he  determin¬ 
ed  to  abandon  his  caufe,  and  efpoufe  that  of  Da¬ 
vid.  So  uncertain  is  the  friendflup  of  men,  and 
fo  flight  are  the  occafions  by  which  they  may  be¬ 
come  oLir  greatefl:  enemies  !  Abner  does  notfeem 
to  have  been  allied  to  the  houfe  or  intereft  of 
Saul,  fo  much  by  any  ties  of  confcience,  as  by 
fome  outward  confiderations ;  and  therefore  is 
eafily  feparated  from  them  ;  and  when  feparated, 
he  foon  finds  fome  plaufible  pretence  to  colour 
his  defeflion  :  nothing  lefs  than  this.  The  Lord 
hath  fpoken  of  Davidy  fayingy  By  the  hand  of  my  fer^ 
vant  David  I  zvill  fave  my  people  IJracl  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  PhiliflineSy  and  out  of  the  hand  of  all 
their  enemies.  When  the  authority  of  God  is 

B  ,  '  clearly 


[  lO  ] 


clearly  againft  our  inclinations,  we  profefs  igno¬ 
rance  of  it ;  but  when  it  falls  in  with  them,  we  are 
defirous  it  fhould  be  thought  we  are  a6ling  under 
its  influences,  when  perhaps,  in  both  cafes,  we  are 
governed  by  felf-will  and  feif-intereft. 

Abner,  having  avowed  his  intention  of  bringing 
back  all  Ifrael  to  the  interefl;  of  David,  goes  to 
Hebron,  for  the  purpofe  of  concerting  meafures  to 
this  end.  The  king,  beingwell  fatisfied  with  the 
man  and  his  errand,  received  him  kindly,  and 
fent  him  away  in  peace.  Joab,  on  his  return  to 
court,  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this,  than  he 
>exprefled  his  anger,  and  had  the  audacity  even  to 
chide  his  mailer  for  having  fent  Abner  away  in 
peace,  and  immediately  fends  for  him  back  ;  when, 
under  pretence  of  fpeaking  with  him  in  private, 
he  murdered  him  with  his  own  hand.  In  this 
tranfaHion,  there  is  reafon  to  think  J.oab  was  in- 
fligated  by  thofe  two  diabolic  paflibns,  revenge 
and  envy  :  by  the  former,  becaufe  Abner  had  flain 
his  brother  Afahel ;  and  by  the  latter,  thinking 
that  if  he  was  reftored  to  the  king’s  favour,  he 
might  in  time  become  his  rival.  How  true  is 
that  word  of  Solomon’s,  Better  is  he  that  ruleth  his 
own  fpir it  than  he  that  taketh  a  city  /  The  deed 
was  of  too  dark  and  criminal  a  nature  to  be  long 

concealed;  confequently,  was  foon  reported  to 
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David ;  who  avows  his  own  ignorance  of  it_,  at-  ^ 
tends  his  burial  in  perfon  ;  mourns  for  him  with 
unfeigned  grief,  and  addrelfes  his  courtiers  in 
the  language  of  my  text,  Know  ye  not  that  there 
is  a  prince  and  a  great  man  jallen  this  day  in 
I  Jr  a  el  ? 

It  is  impoffible  to  confider  the  temper  and  con- 
du61;  of  David  in  this  affair,  biit  with  admiration. 
Abner  had  appeared  hoflile  to  the  views  and 
intereft  of  David,  and  had  been  the  chief  inftru- 
ment  in  drawing  all  Ifrael  after  Ifliboflieth ;  and 
'  yet  now  that  he  falls,  inflead  of  efteeming  it 
matter  of  triumph,  or  viewing  it  as  a  judgment 
upon  him  for  any  perfonal  oppofition  to  him,  he 
confiders  it  as  matter  of  grief  and  lamentation. 
The  language  of  David,  on  this  occafion,  fhews 
the  honourable  fentiments  he  entertained  of  Ab¬ 
ner,  and  the  particular  efteem  and  friendfhip  he 
had  for  him  :  yea,  it  fhews  the  patriotifm  of  the 
King  of  Ifrael,  who  mourned  for  him  becaufe  he  ^  ' 
confidered  hini  as  a  lofs  to  the  community  at 
large.  How  unlike  David  are  thofe  wretched 

O 

beings,  whofe  revengeful  hearts  will  forgive  no 
wrongs  ;  and  whofe  jaundiced  eyes  can  difcern 
no  merit  in  any  that  are  not  of  their  party,  and ' 
who  either  thwart  their  wifhes,  or  contradiQ: 
their  opinions  ! 
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David  could  not  adapt  this  language  of  Abner 
with  more  truth  or  propriety,  than  we  can  in  the 
beft  ferife  of  this  fervant  of  the  Lord  ;  for  he  was 
a  truly  great  man,  and  his  death  is  juft  caufe  of 
lamentation. 

By  a  great  man  we  do  not  underftand  merely  a 
rich  man ;  for  many  of  thofe  who  have  l.arg^oftef- 
ftons,  and  much  wealth,  are  fo  far  from  meriting 
fuch  a  charadler,  that  they  deferve,  and  are  juftly 
held  in,  the  greateft  contempt  poflible.  'Tis  true, 
God  hath  given  them  much,  and  from  them 
much  might  be  expefled :  but,  alas  !  they,  in- 
ftead  of  being  faithful  ftewards  of  the  manifold 
gobdnefs  of  God,  inftead  of  dealing  oyt  their 
bread  to  the  hungry  and  the  wretched,  inftead 
of  making  the  heartSjOf  the  widow,  the  fatherlefs, 
and  the  affliDed  to  fing  for  joy;  in  the  room,  I 
fay,  of  doing  ail  this,  which  fliould  be  their  meat 
and  drink,  they  are  living  to  themfelves,  they 
are  fhutting  up  th^  bowels  of  their  compaffion; 
nay  more,  they  are  keeping  back  the  hire  of  the 
labourer,  and  grinding  the  face  of  the  poor.  Thefe 
are  they  whofe '  riches  are  corrupted ;  and  whofe 
gold  and  filver  are  cankered ;  the  ruji  whereof  fhall  , 
xpitnefs  againjl  them.  They  are  neither  rich  in 
good  works i  nor  rich  towards  God;  and  though  they 
have  made  themjelves  richy  yet  they  have  nothing,^ 
becaufe  they  have  not  the  blejfing  of  the  Lord 
which  maketh  richy  and  addethno  forrow. 
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Again,  by  a  great  man  we  do  not  mean  one 
whofe  name  is  followed  by  a  long  lift  of  dignified 
titles.  Thefe  of  themfelves  are  empty,  infignificant 
things ;  they  confer  no  greatnefs  of  foul,  nor  do 
they  command  the  fmalleft  degree  of  attention  or 
'refpeQ:,  from  any  but  the  ignorant  and  the  vulgar, 
unlefs  they  are  attended  by  aflions  which  in  fome 
meafure  comport  with  them.  In  htort,  he  that 
cannot  with  fome  degree  of  juftice  be  called  a 
wife  and  good  man,  let  his  titles  be  what  they 
may,  is  no  objefl  of  envy  on  the  one  hand,  nor 
has  he  any  claim  to  our  efteem  or  commendation 
on  the  ether. 

Once  more,  by  a  great  man  we  are  far  fronv- 
meaning  a  man  who  only  fills  fome  eminent  or 
exalted  pojl  in  .public  life,  whether  it  be  civil  or 
ecclefiaftic ;  for  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  fee 
fome  of  the  firft  and  moft  important  ftations  in 
life,  filled  with  men  who  can  lay  no  claim  to  them 
by  their  merit,  who  poftefs  no  capacity  tq  fill 
them,  and  who  fhew  no  fidelity  or  zeal  in  dif- 
charging  the  duties  thereof.  Now  fuch  men  as 
thefe,  who  are  placed  in  eminent  fituations,  and 
who  are  not  found  filling  them  with  wifdom  and 
integrity  ;  fo  far  are  they  from  being  efteemed 
great  men,  that  their  exaltation  renders  their 
folly  the  more  confpicuous,  and  fubjefls  them  to 
fbe  greater  degree  of  contempt.  We  might  fay 

|he 


the  fame  of  the  warrior’s  exploits,  the  philofopher’s 
•wifclom,  and  the  phyfician’s  fl^ill,  (conhdering 
them  abftradLedly)  that  we  have  faid  of  the  rich 
man’s  Vv^ealth,  and  the  honourable  man’s  .titles ; 
but  we  muft  not  enlarge  here,  left  we  fliould  be 
diverted  from  the  more  important  reflections 
which  our  fubjeCt  affords.  Now  though  we  have 
aflirmed^  that'  neither  riches  nor  honourable 
ftations,  &c.  can  of  themfelves  conflitute  this 
character  ;  yet  he  who  poftefies  the  grace  of  God 
in  conjunction  with  thefe,  and  is  thereby  helped  to 
life  the  foriTier,  and  fill  up  the  latter,  to  the  glory 
of  God — 1  Cor.  xii.  31 — and  the  good  of  man- 
}r|j^(i_Gal.  vi.  10 — he  is  the  perfon  who  has  a 
claim  to  the  title  of  a  great  man.  And  we  are 
bold  to  fay,  without  any  fear  of  being  conviCted 
of  injuftice,  fuch  was  the  man  (though  of  like 
paffions  with  ourfelves)  to  whole  memory  we  are 
this  morning  paying  a  tribute  of  refpeCt :  fuch 
was  the  man  that  is  fallen  in  our  Ifrael ;  fallen  in 
a  way  as  ftriking  in  itfelf,  as  it  is  affeCling  in  its 
influence  through  the  whole  and  extenfive  circle 
of  his  friends  and  acquaintance. 

D  r.  Peckwell  had,  in  my  judgment,  a  well- 
founded  claim  to  the  charaCler  in  mv  text,  as  a 
Man,  a  Chriftian,  and  a  Minifter.  As  cl  Man,  he 
poffeffed  a  very  capacious  and  inquifitive  mind,  a 
clear  and  well-informed  underftanding.  His 

feelings 


t 


[  15  ] 


feelings  were  tender  and  fympathetic ;  which 
enabled  him  to  fill  up  every  relative  ilation  in  life 
with  admirable  advantage,  and  induced  him  to 
form  and  help  forward  liberal  plans  to  alleviate 
the  wretchednefs,  and  remove  the  burdens,  of 
fuch  of  his  fellow-creatures  as  were  overwhelmed 
with  poverty  and  difeafe*. 

'As  a  Chrijliariy  his  underftanding  was  enlight¬ 
ened  into  a  laving  knowledge  of  all  the  more  im- 
.portant  and  eflential  truths  of  revealed  religion. 
His  heart  was  deeply  impreffed  by,  and  had  a 
powerful  and  fweet  experience  of  thofe  things  of 
which  his  underftanding  had  lb  clear  a  percep¬ 
tion.  And  to  crown  the  whole,  his  deportment, 

*  He  gave  very  evident  proof  of  this  truth,  by  the  indefatiga¬ 
ble  zeal  he  manifefted  in  labouring  to  promote  the  views  of  a 
Society  known  by  the  name  of  “  The  Sick  Man’s  Friend,”  infhi- 
tuted  for  the  purpofe  of  relienjistg  and  injiruding  the  indigent 
fick.  And  it  appears,  that  his  diligent  application  to  the  ftudy 
of  phylic  and  furgery,  of  late,  was  not  fo  much  from  kis  partia¬ 
lity  to  them  (much  Icfs  any  interefled  views),  as  from  a  defire  of 
enlarging  the  utility  of  that  Inftitution  by  eftablifhing  a  Difpen- 
fary,  in  which  he  meant  to  have  taken  an  adive  part ;  and  he 
had  proceeded  fo  far  in  the  profecution  of  this  plan,  as  to  take 
an  apartment  in  B  athbone- Place,  and  had  aftually  laid  in  fome 
medicines.  Confidering  thefe  things,'  he  not  only  appears  to 
have  been  cenfured  rajhly  and  unjujily  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he 
merited  the  higheft  commendation,  and  adually  died  in  no  lefs  a 
caufe  than  that  of  imitating  the  good  Samaritan,  Luke  x.  33, 

converfation. 
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converfation,  and  condu8:,  in  public  arid  private 
life,  ferved  to  demonftrate  he  was  not  one  of 
ihofe  who  PROFESS  to  know  God,  but  in  works  deny 
him,  ' 

As  a  Preacher y  his  very  perfon  and  voice  com¬ 
manded  outward  attention  and  refpeft.  His 
manly  and  pleafing  eloquence  charmed  the  moft 
refined  ear  :  the  ftrength  and  energy  of  his  rea- 
foning  carried  conviflion  to  the  mind  of  the  moft 
'  confident  gainfayer.  In  the  manner  of  his  ex- 
preffing  himfelb  he  followed  the  maxim  of  Paub 
lifing  gravity  and  Joundnefs  of  fpeech,  that  cannot 
be  co7idemned.  In  his  difpofition  he  was  liberal  and 
candid  :  he  became  all  things  to  all  men,  in  the 
beft  meaning  of  that  expreffion,  that  he  might 
win  fouls  to  Jefiis  Chrift,  and  that  the  truth  might 
not  be  hindered*. 

The  manner  in  which  he  opened  and  profe- 
cuted  theological  fubjefls,  was  pleafing  beyond 
conception.  His  Sermons  were  a  kind  of  Efiay 
upon  the  portion  of  Scripture  to  which  Provi- 

*  I  remember  an  inftance  of  his  candour,  which  occurred  fome 
years  ago,  at  the  Chapel  in  the  Broad  Way,  Weftminfter  ;  where 
meeting  with  a  perfon  that  he  apprehended  had  fDme  fcruples 
about  receiving  the  Lord’s  Supper  kneeling,  he  readily  offered  to 
adminifter  it  to  her  fitting  ;  by  which  it  was  plain,  he  preferred 
Chriftian  charity  to  the  authority  and  pradice  of  the  Eftabliihed' 
Church. 

'  dence 


s 
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dence  bad  dire6led  his  attention/  But  then  they 
did  not  confift  of  loofe  declamation ;  for  though 
there  was  feldom  any  Jormal  divijion  of  his  fub- 
je8:.,  yet  his  Sermons  generally  confifted  of  eight 
or  ten  well-chofen  ideas ;  the  arrangement  and 
connexion  of  which  demonftrated  the  foundnefs 
of  the  Preacher's  judgment,  and  the  clofe  applica-* 
tion  he  had  given  to  his  fubjeft. 

But  what  exceeded,  and  was  of  much  greater 
importance  in  his  charafter  as  a  Minifter,  was, 
that  the  word  preached  by  him  came  with  power, 
and  with  the  demonftration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft; 
fo  that  his  labours  were  inftrumental  in  the  con- 
verfion,  comfort,  and  eftablifhment  of  immortal 
fouls.  Many  of  you  have  had  frequent  opportu¬ 
nities  of  proving  the  truth  of  this  reflexion ;  but 
none  of  you,  my  dear  hearers,  can  be  under 
greater  obligations  to  the  grace  of  God,  through 
his  inftrumentality,  than  the  man  who  is  now  ad- 
dreffing  you  ;  who  was  awakened,  and  brought  to 
an  experimental  acquaintance  with  the  things  of 
God,  under  his  preaching** 

But 

/ 

*  In  the  relation  of  this  circumftance/  the  Author  found  him- 
felf  fo  affeded,  as  to  be  unable  to  deliver  the  few  remaining  ideas 
he  intended  to  drop  concerning  the  Dodor^’s  latter  end  ;  and  fo 
paired  on  rather  abruptly  to  the  remainder  of  his  fubjed  :  And 
as  what  was  then  MninUntionally  omitted^  is  well  known  by 

C  moit. 
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But  we  proceed  now  to  fome  improvement  of 
this  folemn  providence  to  ourfelves ;  in  doing 
whichj  1  fhall, 

Firft,  lead  your  thoughts  to  the  fubjefl  of  death. 
Every  inftance  of  mortality  that  happens  within  our 
hearing,  is  a  preacher  to  us ;  but  thofe  that  occur 
more*  immediately  within  the  circle  of  our  own 
friends  and  acquaintance  (peak  louder,  and,  with  a 
more  emphatic  tone  of  voice,  feem  to  fay.  Set  thine 
hoiife  in  order  ;  for  thou  fialt  dioy  and  not  live. 
There  is  no  fubjefl  that  can  challenge  our  at¬ 
tention,  which  is  of  more  importance  than  death, 
which  is  every  day  haftening  nearer.  May  w^e  be 
enabled,  this  morning,  to  view  it  wuth  all  poifible 
ferioufnefs !  well  knowing,  that  as  fure  as  one  and 
another  of  our  friends  are  paffing  into  eternity, 
we  ourfelves  mift  follow  them ;  for.  It  is  ap¬ 
pointed  unto  men  once  to  dioy  but  after  this  the  judg¬ 
ment.  And  who  among  us  can  tell  what  it  is  to 
die  ?  We  may  have  feen  many  inllances  of  morta¬ 
lity  ;  and  fome,  perhaps,  around  whofe  beds  w^e 
have  ftood  in  that  awful  hour,  have  told  us  wdth 
their  laft  expiring  breath,  what  a  great  work  it  was : 
but  w^e  fhall  never  be  fully  apprifed  of  the  import 
of  the  word  deathy  till  we  die  ourfelves.  That  we 

v 

fliall  die,  and  that  it  is  an  important  thing,  is  rea¬ 
dily  granted  by  us  all  :  but  then  how  little  is  it 

moft,  if  not  all,  into  whofe  hands  thefe  pages  will  come,  it  is 
needlefs  to  introduce  them  here. 


Jelt ! 
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felt!  liow  little  are  we  aftuated  by  it!  how  un¬ 
prepared  for  its  approach  !  all  which  proves  we 
are  not  living  under  an  abiding  fenfe  of  our  oivn 
mortality.  Again,  we  not  only  miifl  die ;  but  we 
may  die  foon.  Our  being  young  or  healthy  pro--, 
vides  us  with  no  fure  defence  againft  the  king  of 
terrors,  who  commits  his  depredations  as  often 
upon  the  ftrong  and  the  young,  as  upon  the  en¬ 
feebled  man  of  hoary  hairs.  We  know  not  but 
the  fentence  is  gofie  forth,  and  that  there  are  now 
but  a  few  weeks^  or  daySy  or  it  may  be  only  hours, 
ere  we  fliall  be  numbered  with  the  dead,  and  the 
place  that  now  knows  us  (hall  know  us  no  more 
for  ever.  How  profitable  would  it  be  for  us,  if 
we  could  attend  to  the  concerns  of  this  life,  the 
ordinances  of  Qod’s  houfe,  and  all  the  duties' of 
religion,  under  the  impreffion  of  this  interefling 
thought,  that  time  is  Jhort,  and  that  death  and 
eternity  are  juft  at  the  door!  Let  it  likewife  be 
remembered,  we  not  only  may  die  foon,  but  we 
may  die  J'uddenly.  Death  is  not  always  intro¬ 
duced  by  a  painful  or  lingering  ficknefs,  which  is 
a  kind  of  preparatory  admonition  to  prepare  to 
meet  our  God ;  but  fometimes  it  comes  unob- 
ferved  and  unthought  of,  and  executes  his  com- 
miffion  in  a  moment,  without  giving  the  perfon 
time  fuflicient  to  fay,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  finner  ! 
How  numerous  are  inftances  of  this  kind  !  and 
yet  how  difficult  do  we  find  it  to  realife  its  proba- 
_  C  2  bility^ 
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billty,  in  our  own  cafe  !  Are  we  not  rather  living 
in  a  kind  of  fecurity  ;  either  amufing  ourfelves 
with  vain  projects  for  the  obtaining  earthly  blifs, 
or  weeping  in  a  kind  of  defpondency,  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  future  ills  ?  when^  lo  !  death 
enters  ;  and  his  appearance  leads  us  to  feel  what 
'  ‘We  ought  to  have  felt  long  before  :  namely,  that 
all  our  earthly  blifs  is  vanity  and  vexation  of 
fpirit;  and  that  all  our  pains  and  griefs  are  fcarce 
worth  a  thought,  when  compared  with  eternal  ob¬ 
jects.  If  thefe  things  are  fo,  then  we  ought,  with 
Paul,  to  be  able  to  fay,  that  we  die  daily ;  in  do¬ 
ing  which,  we  fhould  die  more  to  the  world  and 
fin,  and  live  unto  God  with  more  full  purpofe  of 
heart, 

* 

Laftly,  Let  it  be  obferved,  that  as  death  leaves 

A' 

us,  judgment  will  find  us.  Therefore,  ivhatfoever 
thy  hand  findeth  to  do^  do  it  with  all  thy  might  ;  for 
there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knozoledge,  nor 
wifdom  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goef.  If  we  die 
unconverted,  unbelieving  finners,  without  C  hr  if  ; 
having  no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world ;  we 
fiiall  be  found  fuch  in  the  morning  of  the  refurrec- 
tion,  and  appear  in  that  date  before  the  awful 
tribunal  of  the  Lord  Jehovah.  Plow  needful 
is  it  then  that  we  fhould  examine  ourfelves, 
and  enc^uire  how  matters  Hand  between  God  and 


mv 


L  1 

I 

our  fouls  !  Suppofe  God  fliould  call  for  us 
this  day,  this  hour,  are  wgl  jready  ?  could  we 

welcome  the  meffage  ? — ^ - or  rather,  would 

not  our  hearts  be  overwhelmed  with  guilt  and 
fear?  What  would  be  our  portion?  Should  we 
be  received  into  manfions  of  glory,  or  be  call  into 
utter  darknefs  ?  We  fhould  do  well  to  remember, 
thsLt  names  and  forms  in  religion  avail  nothing  in 
the  hour  of  diffolution  and  the  day  of  judgment: 
then  it  will  appear,  that  every  thing  in  religion 
wdiich  came  fliort  of  repentance  toward  God, 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  regeneration 
by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  together  with  thofe  fruits  of 
rightcoufnefs  which  naturally  flow  from  them, 
was  of  little  or  no  value  ;  and  that  they  who  were 
contented  without  thefe,  had  the  form  of  godlinefs, 
but  knew  nothing  of  its  faving  power. 

Having  fpoken  fomething  of  death  in  a  general 
way,  I  fliall  proceed  to  improve  it  farther,  in  a 
more  particular  one,  by  addreffing  two  or  three 
different  claffes  of  hearers  :  and, 

I.  It  is  not  improbable  but  I  am  fpeaking  to 
fome  to-day  (I  hope  the  number  is  fmall)  who  are 
ftrcngthening  their  hands  in  wickednefs,  by  che-  ’ 
riffling  a  willing  forgetfuinefs  of  death;  or,  what 
has  the  fame  effeQ:,  placing  it  at  a  very  great 
diftance.  They  have,  as  it  were,  made  a 'cove¬ 
nant 
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Bant  with  death,  and  are  therefore  rioting  in  fin 
and  pleaiure.  But  Rich  fhould  remember,  that 
their  laboured  forgetfulnefs  of  it  does  not  leifeii 
its  importance,  nor  retard  its  approach.  Shut 
thine  eyes,  firmer,  if  thou  wilt,  and  be  determined 
not  to  fee,  or  obferve,  the  ravage  death  is  making 
round  about  thee  in  one  inftance  and  another ; 
and  fo  refufe  to  hear  the  preachers  of  thine  own 
mortality  :  but  know  this,  thou  canfl  not  efcape 
it,  nor  yet  conquer  it.  It  may  be,  thou  art 
refoliitely  bent  on  perfevering  in  the  vulgar  and 
fenfual,  or  in  the  more  polite  and  refined  pleafures 
of  the  world,  and  art  therefore  faying  to  thy  foul, 
Souly  thou  hajl  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years  ; 
take  thine  eafe.y  eaty  drinky  and  be  merry ;  and  all 
this  with  an  intention  to  ftiipefy  confcience,  and 
lecure  thyfelf  againlt  thofe  gloomy  thoughts  which 
arife  in  the  profpe6l  of  death  and  eternity  ;  but 
be  affured  of  this,  all  yc  that  are  lovers  of  pleafure 
more  than  of  God,  that  the  remedy  to  which  ye 
have  recourfe,  contains  no  efiefiual  antidote 
againfi:  the  evil  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking. 
No:  the  hour  of  your  difiblution  is  haftening,  with 
inexpreifible  fpeed,  on  the  wings  of  fleeting  time; 
and  w'hen  death  is  arrived,  you  may  think  to  treat 
it  with  the  fame  indifference  you  have  done  in 
time  paff  ;  but  you  wull  then  perceive  that  there 
is  an  unfpeakable  difference,  between  viewing  it 
near,  and  at  a  diftance.  Then  the  feene  will  he 
changed:  Confcience,  that  had  either  been  bribed, 


or 
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or  forced  into  filence,  will  neither  deep  in  quiet, 
nor  ceafe  its  clamours  any  longer  :  but,  in  fpite 
of  all  thy  feeble  efforts  to  the  contrary,  will  fpeak, 
yea,  fpeak  louder  than  thunder  itfelf.  Confcience 
will  bring  to  thy  recolleflion,  thofe  works  of 
darknefs,  and  feenes  of  wickednefs,  which  thou 
thoughteft  were  buried  in  everlafting  oblivion; 
and  re-preach  the  terrors  of  the  law,  and'all  thofe 
threatenings  of  eternal  truth,  which  God's  mini- 
iters  have  fo  often  fet  before  you.  It  will  aggra¬ 
vate  thy  guilt  in  the  remembrance  of  that  good- 
nefs  and  mercy  which  thou  haft  trodden  under 
foot,  with  fo  much  fcorn  and  contempt ;  and, 
reminding  thee  of  the  mercies,  judgments,  and 
ordinances,  with  which  thou  haft  been  favoured 
above  thoufands,  will  tell  thee.  That  it  Jliall  he 
'niort  toUrahU  for  the  land  of  Sodom  in  the  day  of 
judgment  than  for  thee.  Being  freed  from  the 
noife  and  tumult  of  the  world,  confcience  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  not  only  telling  thee,  that 
God  is  coming  to  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs, 
but  will  difeover  to  thee,  fomething  of  the  mife- 
rable  eftate  of  thofe  who  fall  under  Jehovah's 
righteous  difpleafurc ;  that.  In  hell  they  lift 'up 
their  eyeSy  being  in  torments — Luke  xvi.  22 — and 
that  their  forrow  is  remedilefs,  unmixed,  incef- 
fant,  and  eternal ;  for  there.  Their  worm  'dieth 
noty  and  the  fre  is  not  quenched — Mark  ix.  44—" 
«but  the  Jmokc  of  their  torment  afceiideth  up  for 
ever — Rev.  xiv.  11.— If  this  be  the  end  and 
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portion  of  the  finally  impenitent  finner;  with  how 
much  affiduity  and  zeal  fhould  we  labour,  by  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord  to  perfuade  men  !  But,  finner, 
thou  art  not  called  to  liften  to  the  voice -of  terror 
alone,  but  alfo  to  that  of  mercy  :  and  we  rejoice 
in  one  opportunity  more,  of  telling  thee,  that  the 
door  of  hope  is  hill  open;  that  God  is  waiting  that 
he  may  be  gracious ;  and  this  day  proclaims  him- 
felf.  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God  merciful  and  gra^ 
clous ^  long-fufering  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and 
irutliy  keeping  mercy  for  thoufandsy  forgiving  ini- 
quityy  and  tranfgrejjioii  and  f  n — Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7. 
— O  that  carelefs  finners,  who  are  forgetting 
God,  falvation,  and  eternity,  might  this  day  be" 
made  wife ;  and,  in  the  confideration  of  their 
latter  end,  be  enabled  to  behold  the  Lamb  of 
Gody  which' taketh  away  the  fns  of  the  world  /  For, 
Beholdy  now  is  the  accepted  time ;  beholdy  now  is 
the  day  of  falvation  !  Still,  ftill  does  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  continue  to  proclaim, 
Whofoever  willy  let  him  take  the  water  of  life freely. 
Thou  mayeft  have  finned  much,  and  finned  long; 
but  God  authorifes  his  minifters  to  tell  thee, 
that  he  hath  no  delight  in  the  death  of  a  fnner;  but 
hath  given  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  to  fave  fuch.  Yes, 
Chrift  hath  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honour¬ 
able — Ifaiah  xlii.  21. — Fie  hath  offered  up  him- 
felf  a  facrifice  to  fatisfy  divine  juftice  ;  he  hath 
brought  in  a  righteoufnefs  adequate  to  the  demands 
of  the  law,  and  the  purity  of  the  divine  nature — 

Dan. 
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Dan.  ix.  24 — in  confequence  of  all  which^  he  is 
reported  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  chief  of  fmners  ; 
yea,  to  be  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that 
come  to  God  by  him.  Come  then,  guilty  fmner; 
no  longer  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not 
breads  and  your  labour  for  that  which  fatisfeth  not; 
but  make  Chrift  thy  hope,  thy  refuge,  and  thy 
flrength ;  and  then,  when  death  fhall  come, 
inftead  of  being  armed  with  terror,  he  fliall  be  to 
thy  foul  the  meffenger  of  peace  and  glory. 

II.  But  i  am  addreffing  fome  characters  to¬ 
day,  of  a  different  complexion  to  thofe  already 
mentioned ;  who,  inftead  of  banifliing  the  thoughts 
of  death,  are  often  thinking  of  it,  and  have  no 
objeflion  to  think  it  may  come  foon,  or  even  fud- 

I 

denly ;  and  that  becaufe  they  are  not  afraid  of  its 

approach,  nor  do  they  fee  any  caufe  to  be  alarmed 

at  it,  come  when  it  will,  and  how  it  will,  whether 
/ 

by  progreflive  or  by  more  hafty  fteps ;  they  think 
and  fay,  they  fhall  meet  it  with  courage  and  com- 
pofure^  All  this  would  be  well ;  and  one  fliould 
rejoice  to  fee  the  foul  thus  eafy  and  tranquil,  in 
the  profpeCf  of  fo  awful  an  hour,  if  it  was  but  the 
refult  of  a  fcriptural  and  well-grounded  confidence 
in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  took  on  him  our 
nature,  that  he  might  deftroy  death,  and  him  that 
had  the  power  of  it.  But  this  is  not  always  the 
cafe  with  thofe  who  ufe  this  language  ;  feeing  it 

D  -  often 
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often  arifes  from  grofs  ignorance,  and  carnal 
fecurity,  rather  than  from  any  knowledge  of,  or 
faith  in,  the  Redeemer  of  loft  finners.  Let  me 
therefore  intreat  you  to  examine  the  ground  of 
this  your  confidence,  left  you  fiiould  be  deceived 
in  a  matter  of  fuch  infinite  moment. 

t 

What !  are  you  comparing  yourfelf  with  fuch 
as  you  fancy  are  worfe  than  you,  and  then  adapt¬ 
ing  the  vain  and  audacious  boafting  of  the  Pharifee, 
Godj  1  thank  thee^  I  am  not  as  other  men  ?  Vain 
man !  what,  if  you  have  not  through  education 
and  connexion,  or  fomething  of  that  kind,  run  to 
the  fame  excefs  in  outward  v/ickcdnefs,  as  many 
others ;  nay  more,  even  allowing  that  you  are  the 
very  heft  of  all  the  human  race  ;  yet  you  are,  be¬ 
fore  God,  a  guilty,  condemned  finner,  and  have 
committed  fin  fufficient  to  deferve  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  to  arm  death  with  ten  thoufand  terrors. 
But  it  may  be  you  are  not  refting  alone  on  your 
not  having  been  fo  bad  as  other  men,  but  have  to 
boaft,  that  you  have  done  more  good  :  your  heart 
was  always,  in  your  ve^y  good  j  and  there¬ 

fore  you  always  loved,  feared,  and  ferved  God  : 
you  have  regularly  attended  upon  religious  ordi¬ 
nances,  and  done  innumerable  adls  of  kindnefs  and 
benevolence  to  your  fellow-creatures.  All  this 
may  be  true,  and  is  very  well  in  its  place:  but 
then  hear,  hear  what  the  Scripture  faith — If  thou 
be  righteous yZvhat givejl  thou  him‘j  or  what  receiveth 

he 


he  of  thine  hand?  Job  xxxv.  7.  When  -ye  fiall 
have  done  all  thofe  things  which  are  commanded  you^ 
Jayy  we  are  iinprojitahle  jervants ;  we  have  done  that 
which  was  our  duty  to  do — -Luke  xvii.  10.  So 
.  that  there  is  nothing  of  our  own  that  will  make  an 
atonement  for  iin,  or  merit  ths  favour  and  love  of 
God  to  our  fouls.  See  the  truth  of  this  in  a  paf- 
fage  of  Scripture  that  well  exhibits  thy  charafter 
and  cafe  :  But  IJraely  which  followed  after  the  law 
of  r ighteou fiefs y  hath  not' attained  the  law  of  righte-^ 
oufiejs :  wherefore  ?  hecaufe  they  fought  it  not  hy 
faithy  but  as  it  zvere  by  the  zuorks  of  the  law — Rom. 
ix.  31,  32.  Let  their  fatal  miftake  be  a  leflbn  of 
inltruclion  to  thee  ;  and  inftead  of  imitating  them, 
follow  the  Apoftle  Paul,  who  well  underftood  the 
way  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  fpeaks  thus  ; 
What  things  zvere  gain  to  mOy  thofe  I  counted  lofs  for 
Chrif  :  yeUy  douhtlefsy  and  I  count  all  things  hut 
lofsy  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrif 
Jefus  my  Lord  ;  for  zvhom  I  have  fufered  the  lofs 
of  all  things y  and  do  count  them  but  dungy  that  I  may 
xvin  Chrif  y  and  be  found  in  him  ;  not  having  mine 
own  righteoufnefsy  zvhich  is  of  thelazoy  but  that  which 
is  through  the  faith  of  Chrif  y  the  righteoufiefs  which 
is  of  God  by  faith — Phil.  iii.  7,  8,  9.  He  fpeaks 
to  the  fame  purpofe  Gal.  ii.  16.  Knowing  that  -a 
man  is  not  ji fifed  by  the  works  of  the  laWy  but  by 
the  faith  of  Jefis  Chrif  ;  even  we  have  believed  in 
Jefus  Chrif y  that  we  anight  be  juf  if  ed  by  the  faith 
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of  Chrijly  and  not  hy  the  works  of  the  law  ;  for  hy 
^he  works  of  the  lazo  fhall  no  fefi  he  jnf  ified. 
There  are  others  in  the  religious  world,  who  feem 
to  polTefs  the  fame  confidence,  and  though  upon 

j 

different,  yet  upon  no  better  grounds :  they  do 
not  appear  to  depend  upon  their  own  fancied 
goodnefs,  like  the  Pharifees  of  whom  we  have 
been  fpeaking ;  but  they  are  talking  of  falvation 
by  grace,  and  redemption  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb  :  but  then,  while  they  are  doing  this,  they 
are  fpeaking  of  truths  which  have  never  reached 
their  hearts  with  power ;  for  they  appear  to  be 
puffed  up  with  a  vain  mind  ;  what  they  call  faith 
is  nothing  but  fancy  ;  and  what  they  call  affurance 
is  downright  prefumption.  And  we  are  war¬ 
ranted  to  fay  this,  becaufe  they  have  none  of  that 
faith  which  purifies  the  heart,  and  wofks  by  love. 
Their  tempers  and  conduO:  loudly  proclaim,  they 
are  deflitute  of  the  powerful  and  faving  influence 
of  true  gddlinefs  in  their  hearts ;  for  while  they 
are  talking  of  liberty,  they  are  the  fervants  of  un- 
righteoufnefs,  and  confequently  tnufl  be  deceived. 

But  to  conclude  this  head,  though  this  is  too 
true  of  fome,  let  it  be  noticed,  we  do  not  mean  to 
deny  the  doQrine  of  Chrifian  afjuranct.  We 
know  that  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrifl;  can,  and 
does  afford  this  happy  experience  to  many.  Paul 
f;ould  fay,  We  know  that  if  the  earthly  houfe  of  this 
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ahernacle  were  dij[[olvedy  we  have  a  building  of  God^ 
an  houfe  not  made  with  handsy  eternal  in  the  heavens* 
And  therefore  it  is  we  are  exhorted  to  give  all  dili^ 
genccy  to  make  our  calling  and  eleBion  fare.  And 
we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but  what  the  grace 
and  Spirit  of  God  did  for  Chriftians  of  old,  he 
can  do  for  us  :  nor  ought  we  to  be  contented 
with  any  thing  lefs  than  his  fealing  us,  and  bear¬ 
ing  witnefs  voith  our  f pints  that  zve  are  the  children 
of  God. 

III.  Though  I  have  dwelt  long  upon  the  fub- 
jeft  of  death,  1  know  not  how  to  difmifs  it,  with¬ 
out  faying  a  few  words  to  thofe  who  are  all  their 
life-time  fubjefl  to  bondage,  through  the  fear  of 
it.  Now  though  the  fear  of  death  be  painful  to 
all,  yet  it  arifes  from  a  different  fource  in  one 
heart,  to  what  it  does  in  another.  In  fomc 
Chriftians^  it  is  a  fear  of  thofe  pains  and  fufferings 
which  fometimes  attend  death :  in  others,  it  is  on  • 
account  of  thofe  near  and  relative  ties  which  muft 
then  be  broken :  but,  in  the  greater  number,  we 
think  it  is  on  account  of  that  great  and  awful  de- 
cifion which  muft  then  take  place;  for,  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  we  are  doubting  and  queftioning  the  fafety 
of  our  ftate,  in  that  fame  proportion  we  fliall  be 
fubjeftto  th'C  cruel  and  tormenting  fear  of  death. 
But,  Chriftian,  why  ftiould  thy  foul  be  bowed 
dov/n,  and  thus  difquieted  within  thee,  when  the 
Scriptures  are  fhewing  thee  death  through  a  me¬ 
dium. 
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dium,  that  will  not  only  difarm  it  of  its  terrific  ap» 
pearance,  but  even  renderdt  pleafant  and  defira- 
ble  ?  for  Chrifl  hath  removed  its  poifon,  and  taken 
away  its  fting.  So  that  now,  for  the  Chriftian  to 
die,  is  to  fail  ajleep  in  Jefiis  ;  it  is  a  refiing  from 
his  labours ;  yea,  it  is  only  departing  from  a  bar¬ 
ren,  defolate  wildernefs,  abounding  witlkevery  ill, 
to  a  country  of  inexpreffible  beauty  and  delight, 
where  there  is  no  night,  forrow,  ficknefs,  or  death. 
It  is  true,  the paffage  is  narrow,  and  fometimes  rough 
and  dark  :  but  remember.  He  whofe  watchful  eyes 
are  ever  over  the  righteous  will  guide  thy  fteps,  and 
afford  thee,  his  fupporting  and  comforting  pre¬ 
fence.  It  was  in  the  profpeH  and  certainty  of 
this  that  David  exulted.  Though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  fiadoiv  of  deaths  I  will  fear  no  ill ;  for 
ihou  art  vjith  me.  Yea,  it  is  this  that  refrefhes  the 
foul  through  all  the  wearifome  toils  of  life  ;  it  is 
this  that  warms  the  heart  in  the  cold  chilling  night 
of  death  :  from  ail  which  it  appears  to  'be  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  Chriftian,  to  fear  death  as  little  as  the 
weary  traveller  does  the  {lumbers  of  the  night. 
The  impropriety  of  a  Chriftian’s  fearing  death,  is 
not  only  feen  by  what  God’s  Word  fays  of  it ;  but 
likewifc  from  the  aBual  experience  of  many  of 
God’s  people,  who  have  feared  it  much  and  as 
long  as  any  of  you  to  whom  I  am  now  fpeaking  : 
and  yet,  when  they  have  come  to  the  trying  hour, 
their  fears  have  been  difpelled,  their  fouls  have 
been  all  joy  and  light  in  the  Lord;  and;  inftead 
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of  dreading  it  as  they  thought  they  fliouid,  they 
have  had  fuch  happy  profpeQs  and  foretaftes  of 
glory,  as  to  fill  their  fouls  with  longing  delire  to 
obtain  k.  Thus  we*  fee  the  Lord  fulfilling  his 
word — As  is  thy  clay^  fo  Jliall  tky  firength  he.  We 
may  further  obferve,  that  a  Chriftian’s  fear  of 
death  is  not  only  reproved  by  the  Scriptures,  and 
Chriftian  experience,  but  alfo  by  the  dealings  of 
God  with  him.  Let  him  remember  how  many 
difficulties  he  hath  been  brought  through,  in  which 
^unbelief  faid  he  would  faint.  Chriftian,  look  back 
to  the  way  by  which  the  Lord  hath  brought  you, 
and  fee  how  many  Ebenezers,  Jlones  of  help ^  you 
have  been  conftrained  to  erefl,  as  fo  many  me¬ 
mentos  of  the  Lord’s  goodnefs :  and  what  are  all 
thefe,  but  fo  many  encouragements  to  believe  and 
truft  in  God  for  the  time  to  come,  and  confidently 
to  aftiire  thyfelf,  that  when  thy  heart  and  flefi fail^ 
God  will  be  the  frength  of  thy  hearty  and  thy  portion 
for  ever  ?  But  to  conclude,  let  it  be  obferved, 
there  is  ereat  need  for  Chriftians  to  be  careful 
they  do  not  lay  a  juft  foundation  for  this  fear; 
which  is  often  done  by  the  indulgence  of  befet- 
ting  fins,  living  at  a  diftance  from  God,  and  neg^ 
lecfing  the  means  of  grace  ;  all  w’hich  have  proved 
thorns  in  the  pillows  of  dying  Chriftians. 

Secondly,  We  are  to  improve  this  fubjefl  in 
uefpefl  of  thofe  relative  charafifers  this  Great 
Man  fuftained.  He  was  a  Llufband,  a  Father,  a 
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Friend,  and  a  Minifter  ;  nor  can  any  tell  how  va¬ 
luable  he  was  in  all  thefe,  but  thofe  who  have 
fuftained  the  lofs.  Such  of  us  as  fill  up  any  of 
thefe  relations  in  life,  and  who  know  the  felicity 
of  fuch  near  and  focial  connexions,  cannot  but 
commiferate  with  thofe  upon  whom  this  awful 
providence  hath  made  fuch  a  folemn  and  affebt- 
ing  breach*  This  is  one  of  thofe  mediums^ 
through  which  we  cannot  but  look  at  death  with  a 
meafure  of  difgufl  and  dread.  The  affeflionate 
partner,  the  tender  offspring,  the  bofom  friend; 
to  think  that  all  thefe,  though  faftened  to  our 
hearts  by  a  thoufand  endearing  ties,  and  though 
more  pleafant  and  defirable  to  us  than  thoufands 
of  gold  and  filver;  yet  are  held  by  a  very  flight 
tenure,  and  fubjefl  to  a  very  fpeedy  removal* 
Th  is  is  an  affe8:ing  thought,  and  may  well  lead  us 
to  adapt  the  language  of  Dr.  W atts, 

“  Midft  changing  fcenes,  and  dying  friends, 

“  Be  thou  my  all  in  all  i’’ 

This  view  of  the  fubjefl  inftrufls  us  in  the  empti- 
nefs  and  vanity  of  all  our  earthly  comforts,  when 
compared  with  an  inheritance  incorriiptihlcy  and 
ttndejiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  aivay  ;  with  God  as 
the  Chriftian's  portion  !  and  it  reproves  us,  with 
much  juflice,  for  our  too  great  forgetfulnefs  and 
neglefl  of  the  one,  and  our  undue  attachment  to 
the  other.  How  does  all  this  inftruB:  us  in  the 
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importance  of  religion  in  general,  and  the  indif- 
penfable  neceffity  of  our  being  intimately  and  ex-, 
perimentally  acquainted  with  it !  If  our  earthly, 
cifterns  are  fo  liable  to  be  dried  up,  we  Hand  the 
more  in  need  of  fpiritual  confolations  and  divine 
fupports  :  and  thefe  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift 
can  happily  impart;  and  fuch  is  their  virtue  when 
imparted,  that  they  fweeten  the  bittereft  cup,  and 
lighten  the  weight  of  the  heavieft  crofs ;  enabling 
us  to  fay,  when  ftript  of  our  deareft  earthly  com¬ 
forts,  The  Lo7^d_gavey  and  .the  Lord  hath  taken  away^ 
blejjed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  ■ 

But  once  more,  we  are  to  recollebl,  that  this 
providence  hath  not  only  made  an  inroad  upon  the 
private  circles  of  life,  in  taking  away  an  affeblion- 
ate  hidband,  a  tender  parent,  and  a  much-efteemed 
friend  ;  but  likewife  we  have  to  lament  the  remo¬ 
val  of  a  miniiier,  one  placed  in  a  large  fphere  of 
aftion,  in  which  he  was  highly  refpebied  and  emi¬ 
nently  iifeful ;  and  that,  not  when  worn  out  with 
age,  but  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the  midft  of 
his  ufefulnefs.  With  what  a  voice  does  this  pro¬ 
vidence  fpeak  to  you,  my  dear  hearers,  who  have 
been  repeatedly  favoured  with  the  privilege  of 
hearing  him  preach  the  terrors  of  the  Law,  and  the 
kind  invitations  of  the  Gofpel  1  But  now  you  will 
hear  him  no  more  for  ever.  Have  his  labours  had 
any  effebt  upon  your  hearts  ?  or  are  you  Hill  in  a 
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Rate  of  fin^  and  at  a  diftance  from  God?  But  if 

k  fpeaks  to  you,  it  fpeaks  kill  louder  to  me,  and 

\  . 

to  minifters  in  general.  We  are  apt  to  forget 
that  we  hand  in  je^opardy  every  hour,  and  know 
not  but  each  fermon  we  preach  may  be  our  laft. 
O  that  minifters  did  but  live  more  under  the  in- 
fluence  of  this  folemn  thought !  Then,  how"  con¬ 
cerned  fhould  w"e  be  to  have  precious  fouls  for 
our  hire,  and  to  be  ready  to  give  an  account  of 
our  ftewardfliip !  We  ftiould  not  therefore  be  fo 
careful  to  fpare  ourfelves,  but  rather  to  fpend  our 
time  and  ftrength  for  the  falvation  of  immortal 
fouls.  W e  ftiould  not  entertain  our  hearers  wdth 
dty  fpeculations  in  religion,  nor  try  to  pleafe  them 
with  the  charms  of  oratory  ;  but,  confidering  our- 
feives  as  dying  men  preaching  to  dying  finners, 
and  knowing  that,  if  their  fouls  perifli  through 
our  inattention,  their  blood,  will  be  required  at  our 
hand.  Ezektel  iii.  i8.  w-e  ftiould  be  conftantlv 
fiiewing  them  their  miferable  eftate  as  finners,  and 
direfling  them  to  Jefus  as  the  way,  the  truths  and 
the  life ;  and  by  our  plain,  faithful,  and  importu¬ 
nate  manner  of  addreffing  them,  we  fhould  give 
them  fome  proof,  that  we  are  none  of  thofe  hire¬ 
lings  who  care  not  whether  they  are  faved  or  loft, 
but  that  our  hearts*  defire  and  prayer  to  Godisy  that 
they  may  be  javed. 
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As  a  Miniilerj  the  focieties  among  which  he 
laboured  either  ftatedly  or  occafionally,  have  fuf- 
tained  an  unfpeakable  lofs,  and  feel  themfelves 
deeply  affetled  with  it;  and  indeed julily,  when 
they  confider  with  how  much  pleafure  and  profit 
they  have  attendediiis  miniflrations.  But,  griev¬ 
ous  as  it  may  be  to  them,  and  the  churches  in  ge¬ 
neral,  who  muft  feel  for  the  removal  of  fuch  a 
man;  yet  thefe  providences  are  counterbalanced 
by  two  conhderations. 

1.  That  the  ftrength  and  profperity  of  the 
Church  does  not  depend  on  minifters,  but  on 
Chriil  himfelf,  who  is  ever  with  and  hear  his  peo¬ 
ple.  Pleafing  thought !  that  Chrift,  the  Captain 
of  our  Salvation,  who  is  to  lead  the  armies  of  If-’ 
rael  through  this  wildernefs,  is  with  us  always, 
and  is  the  fame  yejlerday,  to-day y  and  for  ever. 
This  truth  contains  a  powerful  argument  againil 
e^iceffive  grief  and  finful  murmuring,  which  are 
too  often  indulged  when  God  takes  away  ufeful 
minifters, 

2.  It  is  a  comfortable  confideration,  that  the 
fame  God,  who  by  his  providence  takes  away  one, 
can  and  does  raife  up  others.  It  is  but  for  him  to 
fpeak,  and  great  Jhall  be  the  cdmpany  of  thofe  who 
puhlifi  the  xvordy  Pfalm  Ixviii-  ii.  The  folly  of 
thofe  mournful  concluiions  which  fome  Chriftians 
draw  upon  fuch  occafions,  was  remarkably  feen 
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,  on  the  death  of  that  truly  eminent  man,  Mr. 
George  Whitfield ;  when  thofe  who  loved  Zion, 
and  defired  her  profperity,  exclaimed,  0  my  fa¬ 
ther^  my  foMieVy  the  chariot  of  IJrael^  and  the  horfe^ 
men  thereof !  But  let  us  walk  about  Zion^  tell  the 
.towers  thereof j  and  mark  well  her  bulwarks ;  and 
we  fhalL  be  conftrained  to  fay,  V/hat  hath  God 

4  j  j 

wrought  !  Has  not  the  Lord  raifed  up  many  ,ufeful 
inllruments  of  various  denominations,  and  are  not 
truth  and  righteoulnefs  flourifhing  in  our  borders? 
Yes,  my  brethren,  this  is  the  cafe.  Well,  then, 
let  this  providence  lead  us  io pray  the  Lord  of  the 
harvefy  that  he  would  fend  forth  labourers  into  his 
harvef,  and  to  pour  down  a  double  portion  of  his 
Spirit  upon  thofe  already  fent. 

We  fhall  conclude  with  a  few  general  infer¬ 
ences  from  the  whole. 

1.  Such  providences  as  thefe  help  to  fhew 
fomething’of  the  evil  of  fin,  which  is  the  parent 
of  all  the  mifery  to  which  we  are  liable,  either  in 
this  world  or  that  which  is  to  come.  Death,  and 
all  the  terror  \yith  which  it  is  armed,  entered  into 
the  world  by  fin ;  and  it  ftill  continues  to  be  the 
fcourge  of  mankind,  the  dellroyer  of  domeftic 
peace,  and  the  plague  of  Chriftian  focieties.  Yet 
it  is  efteemed  by  many  a  very  little  thing;  yea,, 
fools  make  a  mock  at  fin  ;  thinking  that  God  either 
4oes  not  notice  it,  or  that  a  few  of  their  good" 
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de^ds  will  counterbalance  all  its  demerit.  Thcfe 
perfons  are  willingly  ignorant  of  wbat  God 
hath  done  to  angels  on  account  of  fin,  2  Fet. 
ii.  4.  and  what  Chrift  endured  on  the  crofs 
for  it,  I  fa.  liii.  4,  5.  Fut  the  ferious  and 
enlightened  mind  has  had  its  enormities  dif- 
covered  to  him  in  fiich  a  point  of  view,  as  to 
defire  above  all  things  to  be  delivered  from  its 

O  / 

curfe,  guilt,  pollution,  and  power;  well  knowing 

that  it  is  the  caufe  of  all  the  evil  in  this  world ; 

and  of  eternal  death  in  the  world  to  come,  if  not 

/ 

pardoned  by  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  fubdued  by 
the  power  of  divine  grace. 

2.  The  fubjeft  we  have  been  difcourfing  upon 
ftiould  lead  us  highly  to  efteem  the  Gofpel  difpen- 
fation,  in  which  the  abounding  grace  of  God  is 
revealed  to  fmners  by  a  Redeemer,  the  dignity  of 
whofe  perfon,  and  the  efficacy  of  whofe  atone¬ 
ment,  opens  an  effedual  door  of  hope  to  guilty 
finners ;  for  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrijl  his  Son 
cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  What  a  word  is  this,  to 
the  foul  mourning  under  a  deep  fenfe  of  the 
number  and  aggravations  of  its  fins  !  It  is  a  decla¬ 
ration  that  may  well  filence  all  his  fear,  and  fill 
him  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing ;  and  there  i§ 
nothing  that  will  make  a  man  happy  in  life,  and 
reconcile  hirn  to  death,  but  this — Pfalm  xxxii. 
1,  2. 

.3.  From 


3*  From  this  fubjeft  it  may  be  inferred^  what 
a  dreadful  and  deplorable  Hate  the  wucked  and  un¬ 
godly  are  in  ;  liable  to  pain,  ficknefs,  and- death; 
without  the  knowlege  of  God,  the  pardon  of  fin, 
or  the  renewal  of  their  hearts ;  and  fo  without  any 
thing  to  comfort  them,  in  the  profpeft  of  thefe 
things,  or  in  the  aftual  experience  of  th^m.  And 
yet,  while  in  this  ftate,  they  are  not  only  without 
thefe  bleffings,  but  feel  no  want  of  them  ;  and, 
though  in  a  ilate  of  fin  and  condemnation,  are 
crying  Peace,  peace,  when  God  hath  never 
fpoken  it ;  nay,  in  dire8:  oppofition  to  his  word, 
which  affures  us,  that  without  faith,  repentance, 
and  regeneration,  the  foul  fhall  never  enter  his 
kincrdom.  How  earneft  and  faithful  fhould  mini- 

O 

fters  be  in  warning  thefe  charaHers !  How  can  we 
but  lament  over  them  in  the  language  of  Mofes, 
0  that  they  were  wije^  that  they  underjiood  thisy  that 
they  would  conjider  their  latter  end  !  an  end  that 
there  is  reafon  to  fear  will  be  without  honour,  and 
without  peace.  Once  more,  finner,  thou  art 
warned  ;  God  is  flill  faying  to  thee  in  his  word. 
Turn  and  live  ;  why  will  ye  die  ?  Come,  Ictus  reafon 
together y  faith  the  Lord  :  though  your  Jins  he  as 
fcarlety  they  Jhqll  be  as  zvhite  as  Jnow  ;  though  they 
be  red  like  crimfoiiy  they Jhall  be  as  wool.  O  finner  ! 
no  longer  fhut  thine  ear  to  thefe  kind  admoni¬ 
tions;  no  longer  defpife  the  riches  of  his  good^ 
nefs.  Now  hear,  and  your  foul  fhall  live;  do 

not 
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not  rejeft  the  voice  of  mercy;  no,  not  this  oncej 
for  if  you  do,  you  know  not  but  it  may  be  for 
ever,  for  ever  too  late,  and  thou  mayeft  at  laft 
hear  God  fay,  Becuuje  I  have  called:^  and  ye  refnfed^ 
I  have  Jlr etched  out  my  handy  and  no  man  regarded  ; 
but  yt  have  Jet  at  nought  all  my  counfely  and  would 
none  of  my  reproof :  I  alfo  will  laugh  at  your  cala^ 
miiy  ;  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  :  when 
your  fear  cometh  as  dejolation.y  and  your  deJiruBion 
cometh  as  a  whirlwind  ;  zvhen  dijirejs  and  anguifi 
cometh  upon  yoUy  then  fiall  they  call  upon  mCy  hut  I 
will  not  anjwer  ;  they  fiall  feek  me  early  y  but  they 
fall  not  find  me  ;  for  that  they  hated  knowledge  ^ 
and  did  not  chuje  the  fear  of  the  Lord. — Prov.  i. 
24—29. 

4.  and  Lallly,  Though  fuch  providences  are 
very  folemn  and  affeding,  yet  they  wear  a  favour¬ 
able  afpeQ:  towards  the  Chriftian.  It  is  true,  he 
IS  to  die  as  well  as  other  men  :  but  death  to  him 
is  a  conquered  adverfary  ;  he  hath  no  need  to 
fear  it  ;  to  him  it  will  be  eternal  gain.  Though 
dear  relatives,  and  miich-efteemed  friends,  we 
mull  fhortly  part ;  yet  religion  (hews  us  a  happy 
futurity  where  v^e  fhall  meet  again,  to  fpend  a. 
blifsful  eternity  in  his  prefencey  zuhere  there  is 
fulnefs  of  joyy  and  at  whofe  right  hand  there  are 
pleafures  for  evermore.  With  this  thought,  we 
can  attend  our  deareft  friends  to  the  grave ;  look 

in 
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in  with  a  degree  of  pi eafure^  in  the 

reCpHe(6iion  that  Jefus  will  be  the  guardian  of  their 
ffecping  duft^  and  again  reltore  them  from  the 
Ipnefome  tomb.  In  the  view,  and  under  the 
happy  influence,  of  thefe  things,  Ghriflians  in 
every  age,  when  called  to  die,  have  bid  a  willing 
farewell  to  earth  ;  and,  as  they  have  paifed  Jordan 
to  the  proniifed  land,  fhouted  Viblory,  victory  I 
titrpugh  the.  blood  of  the  Lamb  !  May  your  lall 
end,  andpiiine,’  be  bke  theirs,  for  the  dear  Re¬ 
deemer’s  fake !  Amc'n. 
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